Subscribers will find this bonus 
content after the local news pages at 


MiamiHerald.com/eedition 


Our daily utility guide includes more than 30 pages with stories that 
answer your questions about the virus and advice to help you stay 
safe. And the Extra Extra sections include the big daily news, as well 
as features to provide a retreat from the craziness. 


DAVID J. PHILLIP AP 


VOLUME 117, No. 214 
STAY CONNECTED MIAMIHERALD.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/MIAMIHERALD 
TWITTER.COM/MIAMIHERALD 


WINNER OF 22 
PULITZER PRIZES 


| WEDNESDAY APRIL 15 2020* 


se Partly sunny with 
JPN few isolated storms 


6 91°/18° see 34 


H1 


To access our online products, subscribers must activate their digital account. 


Find breaking news updates on our website, as well as a daily replica of our printed paper in our eEdition with more than 50 bonus pages. 


ACTIVATE YOUR DIGITAL ACCESS 


Lacking facts from state, families fear for elders 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS AND 
BEN CONARCK 


meklas@miamiherald.com 
bconarck@miamiherald.com 


A devoted grandson 
learns his grandmother 
died alone last weekend. 
The family was never told 
she had fallen ill. A fragile 


room so the senior home 


can expand its “quarantine 
wing.” Her daughter was 
told no one has tested 
positive for the coronavi- 
mother is moved from her rus. 

A family repeatedly asks 


m Barred from visiting their relatives in the midst of a 
pandemic, people with relatives in nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities across the state say they are 
also being deprived of information that could reassure 
them that their loved ones are safe. 


if anyone has tested posi- 
tive at the home of their 
grandfather only to receive 
cheerful texts that avoid 
the question and say: 
“We’re all doing great!” 


Barred from visiting 
their relatives in the midst 
of a pandemic, people with 
relatives in nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities 
across the state say they 
are also being deprived of 
information that could 
reassure them that their 
loved ones are safe. 

Kristen Knapp, spokes- 
woman for the Florida 


Health Care Association, 
the trade group represent- 
ing most nursing homes in 
Florida, said “we’re recom- so. 
mending and encouraging 
[the homes] to disclose” 
information to relatives of 
residents but that it’s “the 
decision of the Department 
of Health” to release the 
data to the broader public. 
The health department has 


refused to share it — or to 
tell the Herald the legal 
justification for not doing 


“Families should know 
so that informed decisions 
can be made about care,” 
said Bea Coker. She lives in 
Lake City, and her father is 
in a local nursing home. 


SEE FLORIDA, 2A 


Pandemic 
forecast 
to sa 
nearly 
$300M 
from 
county 
budget 


m Miami-Dade’s first budget 
forecasts show a $278 million 
revenue loss from the 
coronavirus crisis. That may 
be optimistic. The hope: 
Tourism recovers like it did 
after the 2001 terrorist 
attacks and 2008 recession. 


BY DOUGLAS HANKS 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 


Shutting down much of the 
economy to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 will sap nearly 
$300 million from Miami- 
Dade County’s budget over 
the next year, and that’s only 
the start of the pandemic’s 
damage to the tax dollars and 
fees that sustain local govern- 
ment. 

Estimates released Tuesday 
by the county’s budget office 
show the extensive fiscal dam- 
age caused by emergency 
measures that emptied out 
hotels, shuttered shops, and 
generally ground economic 
activity to a fraction of what 
was underway at the start of 
the year. 

Despite the widespread 
unemployment and the paraly- 
sis of much of the hospitality 
industry, the budget projec- 
tions are counting on a rela- 
tively quick recovery. 

The $278 million estimated 
revenue loss assumes a recov- 
ery starting mid-summer, 
cruise ships sailing again by 
the fall, and travel spending 
bouncing back at roughly the 
same pace it did after the 2001 
terrorist attacks and the 2008 
financial crisis. 

Hotel taxes are projected to 
miss revenue forecasts by 
about 16% through 2021, and 
restaurants would be nearly 
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A BIG THANKS TO HOSPITAL STAFF 


Deputy Chief D.W. James of the Coral Gables Fire Department, and other firefighters and 
police from the city, gathered outside Coral Gables Hospital on Tuesday to thank medical staff 
for their efforts in fighting the coronavirus pandemic. The appreciation came on a day when 
the state’s death toll from the virus saw its largest increase. A nurse at Palmetto General 
Hospital was among those who died. Stories, 3A. 


Judges refuse to undo Epstein 
plea deal led by Alex Acosta 


m The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that because 
prosecutors never brought charges against Jeffrey Epstein in 
the federal court in South Florida, his victims weren't legally 
allowed to seek relief under the Crime Victims Rights Act. 


BY JAY WEAVER 
AND JULIE K. BROWN 


jweaver@miamiherald.com 
jbrown@miamiherald.com 


Even as they called the 
Jeffrey Epstein case “beyond 
scandalous” and a “national 
disgrace,” a three-judge panel 
rejected a petition by one of 
the sex trafficker’s young 
victims to undo an agreement 
by federal prosecutors not to 
prosecute him on sex-traffick- 
ing charges more than a dec- 
ade ago. 

The judges, in a 2-1 deci- 
sion, narrowly rejected Court- 


ney Wild’s petition Tuesday 
seeking to compel federal 
prosecutors to charge the 
multimillionaire on the 
grounds that the feds violated 
Wild’s and other victims’ 
rights when they cut a secret 
deal with him behind victims’ 
backs, allowing him to plead 
to lenient solicitation charges 
in state court. 

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Atlanta ruled 
that because prosecutors nev- 
er brought charges against 
Epstein in the federal court in 
South Florida, his victims were 
not legally allowed to seek 


relief under the Crime Vic- 
tims’ Rights Act. 

“Despite our sympathy for 
Ms. Wild and others like her, 
who suffered unspeakable 
horror at Epstein’s hands, only 
to be left in the dark — and, so 
it seems, affirmatively misled 
— by government lawyers, we 
find ourselves constrained to 
deny her petition,” Judge 
Kevin Newsom wrote in the 
majority opinion, joined by 
Judge Gerald Tjoflat. 

“Because the government 
never filed charges or other- 
wise commenced criminal 
proceedings against Epstein, 
the CVRA was never trig- 
gered,” Newsom concluded. 
“Tt’s not a result we like, but 


SEE EPSTEIN, 4A 
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Trump, 


assailed for 
his virus 
response, 
cuts funds 
to W.H.O. 


m President Donald Trump halted 
funding to the World Health 
Organization, accusing it of 
“mismanaging and covering up the 
spread” of the virus. He also backed 
away from claiming “total” authority to 
reopen the United States. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


President Donald Trump, who has 
been under criticism for his handling of 
the response to the coronavirus and has 
seen his poll numbers drop, on Tuesday 
blamed the World Health Organization 
for what he called its failures in the 
crisis and said he planned to halt Amer- 
ican funding of the organization. 

The announcement came as Trump 
continued to be angered by criticism of 
his response to the pandemic, which 
has been assailed as too slow and 
ineffective, failing to quickly embrace 
public health measures that could have 
contained the virus. 

“Everybody knows what is going on 
there,” he said, blaming the organiza- 
tion for what he described as a “disas- 
trous decision to oppose travel restric- 


SEE TRUMP, 6A 


More inside 


e The number of reported COVID-19 
deaths in Florida saw the largest 
single-day increase since the crisis took 
hold. An additional 34 deaths were 
reported in Miami-Dade, 3A 


e Fabiola Santiago: Miami-Dade mayor’s 
talk of opening county is a bad idea, 3A 


e More than 25,000 in U.S. dead and 
about 600,000 infections confirmed, 6A 


e Tourism dead, Caribbean leaders seek 
financial bailout, 7A 


e Report: COVID-19 hurting black 
Americans more in almost every way, 7A 


e Puerto Rico stumbles in data darkness 
amid lack of tests, 8A 


e Cuba’s medical diplomacy triumphs in 
Caribbean, 12A 


@1,000 Florida small businesses get 
bridge loans, but 37,000 don’t, 18A 


e Celebrity Cruises crew sue, 18A 


e Treasury: Major airlines to take 
$25 billion in aid to meet payroll, 18A 
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